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Advancing 
Research  
at the Nexus  
of Soil Health 
and Human 
Health
In November 2025, Simple Mills 
sponsored and participated in Roots to 
Results, a collaborative research summit 
organized by Rodale Institute and the 
Foundation for Food & Agriculture 
Research (FFAR). The two-day event 
brought together 30 pioneering 
researchers, industry leaders, funding 
partners, physicians, and public health 
experts to advance cross-sector 
collaboration at the intersection of soil 
health and human health.

2025NEW in

Across two days of discussion, participants 
explored research gaps, and potential 
partnerships to strengthen our collective 
understanding of the link between soil 
health, nutrient density, and human health.

The convening underscored a 
growing consensus: soil health 
is not just an environmental 
issue, but a foundation for 
human well-being. 

Simple Mills is hopeful that this convening 
will help catalyze connections across 
sectors that are rarely in the same 
room, creating momentum for new 
collaborations that could advance 
collective understanding of — and create 
positive impact at — the intersection of 
food, farming, and health.
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Partnering with  
Farm Aid to Celebrate 
40 Years of Impact

2025NEW in

Willie Nelson, Neil Young, and John Mellencamp launched the 
first Farm Aid music festival in 1985 to raise money for family 
farms that were struggling to stay afloat during the farm crisis 
of the 1980s.63 Since then, family farmers have continued to 
face mounting obstacles and, in many cases, are forced to 
leave farming altogether. From 1982-2022, more than 340,000 
U.S. farms were lost. Meanwhile, the size of the average farm 
increased by more than 60 acres as vertical integration became 
the strategy of many larger agribusinesses64 65

In 2025 we partnered with Farm Aid as a  
sponsor of their 40th Anniversary Festival,  
which raised funds to build a vibrant, family  
farm-centered system of agriculture in America.

Farm Aid 40 by the Numbers

•	 37,000 in-person festivalgoers

•	 4 million viewers of the Farm Aid 40 broadcast on CNN

•	 18 artists on the lineup – including Neil Young, Jesse Welles,  
Bob Dylan, and Sierra Ferrell

•	 13,600 pounds of organic material diverted from landfill to compost

•	 30 policymakers from the Midwest attended, speaking and 
connecting with farmers to better understand how they can  
support family farms

•	 5 skills tent demonstrations including beekeeping,  
fermentation, seed-saving, and fabric dyeing
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Recognition for Simple Mills in 2025
Inc. Magazine's Female Founders 500 List 

Katlin Smith, our Founder & CEO, was included on Inc.’s 
Female Founders 500 list for the second year in a row.  
The list celebrates the country’s most dynamic and 
influential women in business.

Expo West Climate Day Panel 

Christina Skonberg, our Sr. Director of Sustainability  
& Mission, spoke on the Expo West Climate Day panel, 
"Disrupting Carbon-Intensive Commodity Models," 
alongside Simple Mills Direct Trade partner, Luke 
Peterson from Luke Peterson Farms.

Good Housekeeping Best Snack Award 

Cheddar Pop Mmms was recognized on the  
Good Housekeeping Best Snack Awards list for  
Best Cheese Crackers.

SELF Pantry Awards

Pizza Pop Mmms was named the Best Cheesy Cracker.

Fine Ground Sea Salt Almond Flour Crackers was 
recognized as the Best Charcuterie Cracker.

VegNews 2025 Snack Awards 

Almond Flour Crackers was recognized  
as the Best Cracker.
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We use our product packaging to communicate  
about key nutrients found in our ingredients.

At Simple Mills, we transparently share our journey to advance our mission with eaters, 
retailers, and peers to drive collaboration—and invite feedback—in addressing the world’s 
most pressing issues. As a brand with products in over 30,000 stores and hundreds of 
thousands of loyal fans, our product packaging and brand communications represent 
an important lever to engage passionate eaters about the power of food to benefit both 
people and planet. We seek to create ripple effects when we amplify messages about  
how the well-being of people hinges on that of our planet. 

Amplifying Impact & Building 
Awareness with Eaters

We use our channels to amplify our brand awareness 
and mission by partnering with influencers across a 
variety of categories inclusive of, but not limited to, 
health and wellness, lifestyle, recipe development, and 
sports (like Tommy Paul, Olympian and professional 
tennis player, pictured at left) to showcase that 
products made with nutrient-dense ingredients can 
deliver on taste and make an impact. 
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Supporting Organizations 
Building a More Inclusive  
Food System

•	 Minds Matter

•	 Donation to Thrive to support  
wildfire relief efforts in Los Angeles

•	 Climate Collaborative

•	 The Organic Center

•	 Conscious Alliance

•	 Loaves & Fishes

•	 Los Angeles Regional Food Bank

•	 Ripple Fest (OSC)

•	 San Francisco Climate Week

•	 Marin Agricultural Land Trust

•	 Farm Aid

•	 Soil to Shelf

CORPORATE 
SPONSORSHIPS  
AND DONATIONS

IN-KIND  
PRODUCT  
DONATIONS
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CHAPTER 6

Onward
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Thank you for joining us for the 2025 edition of our People & Planet Impact Journal. We’re proud of the 
progress we’ve made on our people and planet journey so far, and we know there is much more work to  
be done. As we look to the future, we have exciting plans in the works, including:

•	Keeping regenerative agriculture at the heart of our climate-resilience strategy by  
further expanding our work with farmers and suppliers across more crops and sourcing regions.

•	Adding a wider variety of nutrient-dense ingredients to our product portfolio. 
•	Investing in research on the link between regenerative agriculture and crop nutrient density.  
•	Expanding our policy advocacy work to support the next generation of regenerative farmers. 
•	Looking beyond the farm gate to address major emissions impact drivers across our supply chain, 

like packaging and manufacturing.
•	Continuing to invest in employees’ engagement and well-being so they can be champions  

of human and planetary health in and beyond the workplace.
As we continue to evolve and grow our People & Planet work, we warmly welcome feedback.  
We’d love to hear your thoughts on our approach and any ideas for future impact opportunities.  
You can get in touch by sending an email to info@simplemills.com.

The Journey Continues!
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